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A  SERMON, 

Iklivered  at  the  Dedication  of  the  new  Universalist  Meeting-House 
in  Sultioan,  N.  1'.  October  I5lh,  1829. 

BY  DOLPIIUS  SKINNER. 

Text.— For  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Zion :  he  hath  desired  it  for  his  habita¬ 
tion,  This  is  my  rest  forever :  here  veill  I  dwell;  for  I  have  desired  it,  I  will 
abundantly  bless  her  provision :  I  will  satisfy  her  poor  with  bread.  I  will  also 
clothe  her  priests  with  salvation,  and  her  saints  shall  shout  <doud  for  joy. 

Psalm  cxxxii.  13,  14,  15,  16. 

Man  is  naturally  a  religious  being.  From  his  natural  and 
moral  constitution,  he  does,  and  necessarily  mu.st,  feel  his  depen¬ 
dence  on  a  Being  or  cause  above  himself.  He  looks  around, 
above,  beneath — finds  himself  placed  here,  without  any  act  or 
volition  of  his  own,  a  dependent  and  frail  creature — seeks  to 
know  his  origin — asks  the  cause  of  his  being,  and  the  design  of 
Jus  creation — that  he  may  pay  due  homage  to  that  Being  who 
gave  him  existence  with  all  its  blessings.  And  where  no  reve¬ 
lation  has  been  made,  save  by  the  dim  light  of  Nature,  where 
the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  with  all  bis  glorious  attributes, 
does  not  exist,  mankind  will  worship,  they  know  not  what.  Man 
naturally  has  devotional  feelings — he  has  spiritual  wants — he  has 
desires  to  satisfy — desires  that  stretch  themselves  abroad,  and 
grasp  at  a  knowledge  of  the  Eternal.  In  condescension,  there¬ 
fore,  to  the  dependent  condition,  the  spiritual  wants  and  neces¬ 
sities  of  his  creatures,  has  God  in  mercy  been  pleased  to  make  a 
revelation  of  his  nature,  perfections  and  will,  to  man,  and  to  com¬ 
municate,  from  time  to  time,  such  instruction  as  his  wisdom  saw 
was  necessary  for  his  creature  to  receive.  He  has  also  made 
known  to  man  his  duty,  as  well  as  privilege,  of  worshipping  his 
Creator  ;  and  on  several  occasions  has  shown  him  what  kind  of 
worship  is  acceptable  to  him,  and  pointed  out  the  timas,  places 
and  circumstances  in  which  it  should  be  offered.  This  was  par¬ 
ticularly  the  case  with  ancient  Israel,  his  chosen  people.  “For 
the  Lord  hath  chosen  Zion :  he  hath  desired  it  for  his  habita¬ 
tion,”  Sic. 

I  have  selected  these  words,  at  this  time,  believing  them  pe¬ 
culiarly  appropriate,  as  the  foundation  of  a  discourse  on  the  hap¬ 
py  occasion  upon  which  we  are  assembled,  viz.  that  of  setting 
apart,  or  solemnly  dedicating  this  house  to  the  public  worship  of 
Almighty  Grod.  In  the  developement  of  the  subject  embraced 
in  the  text,  I  propose, 

I.  To  show  what  is  meant  by  the  Zion  here  mentioned  : 

II.  Notice  the  provision  of  Zion  :  and 

^  HI.  The  blessings  and  joys  flowing  from  a  participation  of 
Zion’s  provision. 

First.  The  word  Zion  literally  signifies  a  heap  or  monument. 
It  is  applied,  1.  To  a  particular  fort  in  Jerusalem,  the  strongest 
and  most  impregnable  in  the  city.  2.  To  Jerusalem  itself,  the 
City  of  David,  a  monument  of  strength,  built  to  the  praise  of  the 
|*od  of  Israel.  Hence  the  Psalmist  says,  “Let  Mount  Zion  re¬ 
joice,  let  the  daughters  of  Judah  be  glad,  because  of  thy  judg¬ 
ment.  Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her :  tell  the  tow¬ 
ers  thereof.  Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  consider  her  palaces  ; 
mat  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generations  following.  For  this  God  is 
our  God  for  ever  and  ever:  he  will  be  our  guide  even  unto 
•Icath.”  3.  To  the  holy  land,  so  called,  or  the  land  of  Judea. 
'I.  To  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  And  5.  To  the 
whole  nation  of  Israel,  as  a  chosen  people  unto  Ood,a  monument 

praise  to  him  thropghout  the  whole  earth.  “Praise  the  Lord, 


O  Jerusalem ;  praise  thy  God,  O  Zion.  Let  Israel  rejoice  in 
him  that  made  him  :  let  the  children  of  Zvon  be  joyful  in  their 
King.” 

These,  and  occa.sionally  ^veral  other  applications  of  the  word 
Zion,  we  find  in  the  Jewish  Scriptures.  But  we,  as  Christians, 
are  taught  to  believe  that  the  Scriptures  testify  of  Jesus  and  his 
kingdom  ;  and  to  look  through  the  Mosaic  economy,  the  law 
covenant,  legal  rites,  and  Jewish  ceremonies  and  phraseology,  to 
that  more  glorious  dispensation,  the  covenant  of  grace  and  truth, 
which  came  by  Jesus  Christ.  We  believe  the  prophetic  delin¬ 
eations  in  the  Old  Testament  look  forward  to  a  “better  covenant” 
than  the  legal — to  a  Zion  chosen  of  God,  in  which  more  ample 
provisions  are  found,  provisions  not  for  one  nation  only,  but  for  a 
famishing  world  :  Hence  God  says  by  the  prophet,  respecting 
this  covenant  with  Jesus,  “I  will  place  salvation  in  Zion,  for  Is¬ 
rael  my  glory.”  “It  is  a  light  thing  that  thou  shouldest  be  my 
servant  to  raise  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  restore  the  preser¬ 
ved  of  Israel ;  I  will  also  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people, 
for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayest  be  my  salvation  to 
the  end  of  the  earth.”  St.  Paul,  in  his  epistles,  describes,  in 
glowing  language,  the  Zion  of  the  Christian,  strikingly  contrast¬ 
ing  the  mild  radiance  and  peaceful  glory  of  the  gospel  dispensa¬ 
tion,  with  the  terror-breathing  thunders  of  Sinai ;  and  the  liber¬ 
ty  and  freedom  of  the  Christian, with  the  bondage  endured  under 
the  law  covenant. 

“For  ye  are  not  come  unto  the  mount  that  might  be  touched, 
and  that  burned  with  fire,  nor  unto  blackness,  and  darkness,  and 
tempest,  and  the  sound  of  a  trumpet,  and  the  voice  of  words : 
which  they  that  heard,  entreated  that  the  word  should  not  be 
spoken  to  them  any  more : — but  ye  are  come  unto  Mount  Zion, 
and  unto  the  city  df  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and 
to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  to  the  general  assembly 
and  church  of  the  first  born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to 
God,  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  per¬ 
fect,  and  to  Jesus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the 
blood  of  .sprinkling,  that  speaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel.” 
lieb.  xii.  18,  19,22,23,  24.  This  “mount  Zion,  the  city  of 
the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,”  is  undoubtedly  the 
same  as  that  seen  by  the  Revelator,  Rev.  xxi.  2,  3.  “And  I, 
John,  saw  the  holy  city,  new  Jerusalem,  coming  down  from 
God,  out  of  heaven,  prepared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  husband. 
And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  heaven,  saying.  Behold  the  ta¬ 
bernacle  of  Grod  is  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with  them,  and 
they  shall  be  his  people,  and  God  himself  shall  be  with  them, 
and  be  their  God,”  &c  But  this  subject  is  still  more  dearly  il¬ 
lustrated  by  St.  Paul,  in  an  allegory,  Galatians,  3d  chap.  “.*^or 
it  is  written,  that  Abraham  had  two  sons  ;  the  one  by  a  bond¬ 
maid,  the  otlier  by  a  free  woman.  But  he  who  was  of  the  bond- 
woman  was  born  after  the  flesh  ;  but  he  of  the  free-woman  was 
by  promise.  Which  things  are  an  allegory  :  for  these  are  the 
two  covenants  ;  the  one  from  the  mount  Sinai,  which  gendereth 
to  bondage,  which  is  Agar.  For  this  Agar  is  mount  Sinai  in 
Arabia,  and  answereth  to  Jerusalem  which  now  is,  and  is  in  bon¬ 
dage  with  her  children.  But  Jerusalem  which  is  above  [mount 
Zion  or  the  heavenly  Jerusalem]  is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of 
us  all.” 

Here  then  we  find  a  key  by  which  to  unlock  or  lay  open  our 
whole  subject  at  once.  The  law  covenant  from  mount  Si¬ 
nai,  which  gendereth  to  bondage,  is  represented  by  Agar,  or 
Hagar,  the  bond-maid  of  Abraham,  and  the  ch^dren  orsubjects 
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of  this  covenaiU  by  Vsmnael,  lligar’s  sun  :  I'iie  Guspel  Cove 
naat,  the  Heavenly  Jerusaleni,  or  Zion,  is  represented  by  Sa¬ 
rah,  the  free  woman,  the  wife  of  Abraham  ;  and  ihe  subjects 
of  the  gospel  Cov  “iiant  by  Isaac, the  sonol  Sarah.  Hence  the 
apostle  says,  “Jerusalem,  wiiicli  is  above  is  free,  which  is  the 
motherof  us  all  meaning  that  all,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
were  embraced  in  the  gospel  covenant,  as  heirs  of  freedom  and 
salvation  by  Const.  “Fur  tlie  Scripture,  Toieseoing  thatG<»d 
would  justify  tlie  lie  ithen  tlirough  laith,  preached  before  the 
gospel  unto  Abraham,  saying,  in  thee  shall  all  nations  be  bles¬ 
sed.’’  'riiis  gospel  promise  that  was  made  unto  Abraham  is| 
recorded  in  a  variety  «d  passages  of  Scriptuie.  Gen  xii.  2,  3. ' 
God  says  to  the  patriarch,  “  And  i  will  oake  of  thee  a  great 
nation,  and  I  will  bless  thee,  and  make  thy  name  great,  and 
thou  Shalt  be  a  blessi  ig,  and  I  will  bless  them  that  bless  thee, 
and  curse  him  that  cui^seth  thee;  and  in  thee  sliall  ALL  FA¬ 
MILIES  of  tlic  e'irth,he  blessed.^^  Gen.  xviii  ;  18.  and  xxii  ; 
18.  “Abraham  shall  surely  b.'come  a  great  and  mighty  na 
tion,  and  ALL  THE  NA  I’IDXS  of  the  earih  snail  be  blessed 
ill  him.”  "•Ami  in  I'HY  SEED  shall  all  tlu  nations  of  the  earth 
be  blessed.'*  God  renews  toe  same  promise  to  Isaac,  Gen. 
xxvi  ;  4  •'  And  I  will  make  thy  seed  to  multiply  as  the 

stars  of  Heaven,  and  will  give  unto  thy  seed  all  these  coun¬ 
tries,  and  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  bles¬ 
sed.”  Uoto  Jacob  thesaine  divine  prooiise  is  renewed,  Geii. 
xxviii  ;  13,  14,  after  his  vision  of  the  ladder,  (which  was  a 
type  of  Christ,  the  mediator  between  God  and  men,)  “  And, 
behold,  the  l,orJ  stood  above  it,  and  said,  I  am  the  Lord  God 
of  Abraham,  thy  father,  and  the  God  ol  Isaac— in  thee  and  in 
thy  seed  shall  all  the  families  of  tlie  earth  be  blessed.”  St.  Pe¬ 
ter  makes  mention  of  this  promise  to  the  fathers;  Acts  in;  25. 
“  Ye  are  the  children  of  the  Prophets,  and  of  the  Coven.vnt 
which  God  made  vvith  our  fathers,  saying  unto  Abraham,  And 
in  thy  SEED  shall  ALL  THE  K.INDREUS  of  the  earth  be 
blessed.” 

Who  this  Seed  of  Abraham  was  in  wliom  this  universal  hies 
sing  was  to  oe  enjoyed,  St.  Paul  informs  us.  Gal.  iii ;  16. 
where  he  says:  “  Now  to  Aoraliam  and  his  Seed  were  the 
promises  made.  He  saith  not,  and  to  seeds,  as  of  many  ;  but 
as  of  ONE.  .  And  to  tuv  Seed,  which  is  Chkist.  Thus 
we  see,  by  this  Gospel  Covenam  that  all  nations,  all  families, 
and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth,  are  promised  a  blessing  in  Christ 
I  know  there  are  some  ineo^f  cavilling  and  scejitical  minds, 
who  are  dispo.sed  to  doubt,,  or.  endeavor  to  evade  the  force 
of  these  pioinises,  bv  saying  that  thev  embrace  only  some  ol  | 
all  nations,  so.nc  of  all  families,  and  .so/ne  of  all  kindreds  of  j 
the  earth.  But  I  will  here  remark,  if  there  be  a  single  indivi¬ 
dual  of  the  human  family  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  who 
is  not  of  any  nation,  who  is  not  of  any  family,  and  who  is  not 
a  kindred  of  the  earth,  then  that  individual  may  not  be  inclu¬ 
ded  in  the  Gospel  covenant,  but  if  no  such  individual  can  be 
found,  then  a//  must  be  included  as  heirs  to  the  promised  bles- 

Having  seen  what  the  gospel  covenant  is,  and  what  arc  the 
blessings  promised  in  it  to  the  whole  human  family,  let  us  now 
institnte  a  comparison,  of  this  covenant,  1st.  with  that  of  the 
♦aw,  and  2d.  with  one  of  human  origin  and  human  invention. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  the  law  rovenant  was  to¬ 
tally  destitute  of  mercy,  and  breathed  nothing  but  wrath  and 
condemnation.  But  we  shall  see  by  an  examination,  that  it 
is  not  so  much  the  want  of  mercy,  as  the  want  of  power,  in 
this  covenant,  that  subiects  its  children  to  bondage,  and  seems 
to  ibandoD  them  to  death.  Let  us  here  turn  to  the  account  of 
Hagar,  the  bond-maid,  and  her  son,  Ishmael,  whom  the  apos¬ 
tle  represents  as  typical  of  the  law  and  its  subjects.  Gen. 
Chap.  xx\.  When  it  was  determined  to  cast  out  Hagar  and 
tter  son  frumthc  liouse  of  Abraliaro,  “The  thing  tras  very 


grievous  in  Auialiam’s  sight,  because  of  his  son.”  Here  we 
see  the  bather's  love^  the  father’s  compassion  for  his  child.--. 
Nevertheless,  as  God  coni.i.ands  it,  .Abraham  submits,  and  the 
sun  is  cast  out.  “And  Abraham  rose  up  early  in  the  morning 
and  took  bread  and  a  bottle  of  water,  and  gave  it  unto  Hagar, 
(putting  it  on  her  shoulder,)  and  the  child,  and  sent  her  away; 
and  she  departed  and  wandered  in  the  wilderness  of  Beershe- 
ba.  And  the  water  was  spent  in  the  bottle,  and  she  cast  the 
child  under  one  of  the  shrubs.  And  she  went  and  sat  her 
down  over  against  him,  a  good  way  off,  as  it  were,  a  bow  shot; 
for  she  said.  Let  me  not  see  the  death  of  the  child.  .And  she 
sat  over  against  him,  and  lifted  up  her  voice  and  wept.”— 
Here  we  see,  (even  in  Hagar  representing  the  law  covenant,) 
the  fondness  of  a  mother’s  love,  the  yearnings  of  tnatern.al 
com|)assion — she  woulil  fain  save,  but  has  not  the  power,  and 
therefore  the  cr>  of  the  son  to  her  is  unavailing.  But  in  this 
liop(des3,!iclpIess  condirion,  behidd  the  mercy  of  Goil  display¬ 
ed  in  thego..pel  covenant.  “And  Goil  heard  the  voice  of  the 
lad  ;  and  the  angel  ol  the  Lord  called  to  Hagar  out  of  Heaven, 
.and  said  unto  her.  What  aileth  thee.  Hagar  ?  Fear  not;  for 
God  hath  heard  the  voire  of  the  lad  where  he  is  :  Arise,  lift 
up  the  lad.  and  hold  him  in  thy  hand,  for  f  will  make  of  him 
a  great  NATION,”  &c.  What  !  is  Ishmael  to  be  made  a 
great  nation  }  Yes  ;  and  of  course,  as  all  uatious  are  pro¬ 
mised  a  blessing  in  Christ,  he  comes  in  as  an  heir  and 
sharer  of  the  ules^ingsof  the  gospel  covenant.  Here  ive  see, 
that  where  the  law  covenant  fails,  for  wantof  power,  and  leaves 
its  subjects  helpless  and  hopeless,  the  gospel  covenant  suc¬ 
ceeds,  and  encircles  them  in  the  arms  of  everlasting  mercy 
anil  saivatiori.  “For  what  the  laio  coulduot  do,  in  that  it  was 
weak  tiirough  tlie  flesh,  God  sending  his  own  son  in  the  like¬ 
ness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  for  sia,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh  ; 
tliat  the  righteousness  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who 
walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  spirit.’’  “For  if  the  first 
(the  law)  covenant  had  been  faultless,  then  shoulil  no  place 
have  been  sought  for  the  second.  For  there  is  verilv  a  disan¬ 
nulling  of  the  coMimandment  going  before,  for  the  weakness 
and  unprofit  ildeiiess  ihtMTof :  for  the  law  made  nothing  perfect^ 
but  the  l)finicii:{;  in  of  a  better  hope  did,  by  the  whicli  we  draw 
nigh  unto  God.” 

“  For  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Zion;  he  hath  desired  it  for  his 
habitation.  Tiiis  is’  my  rest  forever.”  The  gosped  covenant  is 
the  covenant  of  God’s  choice— tfie  covenant  in  which  he  ivill 
abide,  and  dwell  with  all  men,  and  be  their  God,  and  they  shall 
he  his  people.  Ishmael  that  had  been  cast  out — or  the  sub 
jects  of  the  law  that  had  not  obtained  mercy — shall  be  embraced 
and  find  mercy  and  rest  unto  their  souls,  in  this  new  or  gospel 
covenant.  “For  this  is  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the 
house  of  Israel,  after  those  days,  saith  tlie  Lord;  I  will  put  my 
laws  into  their  mind,  and  write  tliem  in  their  hearts;  and  I  wiil 
be  to  them  a  GoJ,  and  they  shall  be  to  me  a  people:  and  they 
shall  not  teach  every  man  his  neighbor  and  every  man  bis 
brother,  saying,  know  the  Lord:  for  all  shall  know  me  from  the 
least  to  the  greatest  For  I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unright¬ 
eousness,  and  their  sins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  remember  no 
more.  In  that  he  saith  a  new  covenant,  he  hath  made  the  first 
old.  Now  that  which  decayeth  and  waxeth  old,  is  ready  to 
vanisli  away.”  “He  taketh  away  the  first  that  he  may  estab¬ 
lish  the  second.”  This  second  shall  never  be  removed.  It  is 
the  Lord's  rest  forev.er — and  all  who  believe  in  the  promises  of 
the  gospel  covenant,  “do  enter  into  rest.”  “They  that  trust  in 
the  Lord  shall  be  as  Mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed, 
but  abideth  forever.”  Let  us  now. 

Secondly^  compare  this  covenant  with  one  of  human  origin 
and  modern  invention.  This  1  would  not  do  at  this  time,  were 
it  not  a  fact  that  the  covenant  of  human  origifi  is  ascribed  to  God, 
as  if  he  were  its  author,  and  many  souls,  deluded  by  the  sophis¬ 
try  employed  ia  its  defence,  cling  to  it  as  the  true  covenant 
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thereby  depriviug  themselves  of  all  rest,  day  and  night,  and  of 
the  heavenly  provisions  found  in  the  true  and  gospel  covenant, 
which  the  Lord  made  and  not  man.  This  covenant  of  human 
origin  declares  that  “by  the  fall  all  mankind  lost  communion 
with  God,  are  under  his  wrath  and  curse,  and  so  made  liable  to 
all  the  miseries  of  this  life,  to  death  itself,  and  to  the  pains  of 
hell  forever.”  It  further  adds,  “God  having,  out  of  his  mere 
good  pleasure,  from  all  eternity,  elected  some  to  everlasting  life, 
did  enter  into  a  COVENANT  of  grace,  to  deliver  them  out  of 
the  estate  of  sin  and  misery,  and  to  brlrig  them  into  an  estate  of 
salvation  by  a  Redeemer;  aud  hath  passed  by  and  foreordained 
the  rest  to  dishonor  and  wrath,  to  be  for  their  sin  inflicted,  to 
the  praise  of  the  glory  of  his  justice.”  Or  in  other  words  ‘‘By 
the  decree  of  God,  for  the  manifestation  of  his  glory,  some  men 
and  angels  are  predestinated  unto  everlasting  life,  and  others 
fore-ordained  to  everlasting  death,”  &c.  Now,  my  friendly 
hearers,  let  us  look  at  this  covenant  and  examine  it  carefully, 
to  see  whether  it  has  any  claims  to  a  divine  origin,  (except  the 
divines  of  the  Westminster  Assembly.)  Let  us  see  how  it  com¬ 
pares  with  the  covenant  of  God  which  he  proclaimed  to  Abra¬ 
ham.  That  declared  that  all  nations,  families  and  kindreds  of 
the  earth  should  be  blessed  in  Christ,  the  seed  of  Abraham;— 
this  declares  that  God  hath  elected  some  to  everlasting  life,  &c. 
and  fore-ordained  the  rest  to  everlasting  death.  &c.  In  that  we 
are  taught  that  the  wisdom  that  is  from  above  is  without  partial¬ 
ity^  and  that  the  Im  d  is  good  unto  all,  and  his  tender  mercies 
over  all  his  works;  in  this  we  are  taught  the  infinite  partialiti/ 
and  infinite  erto  Ity  of  God — that  he  is  good  to  a  part  only,  and 
has  fore-ordained  the  rest  to  infinite  and  endless  wretchedness. 
These  covenants,  therefore  cannot  both  have  one  origin— of 
course,  one  is  human,  the  other  divine — one  is  the  wisdom  of 
heaven,  the  other  the  wisdom  of  this  world,  which  is  foolish¬ 
ness  with  God.  And  as  it  is  written,  ‘‘the  wise  are  taken  in 
their  own  craftiness,”  this  human  covenant  is  not  only  shown  to 
be  a  false  one,  by  its  opposition  to  the  w'ord  and  covenant  of 
God,  but  also  by  its  destroying  and  contradicting  itself.  Thus, 
in  one  part  of  it  we  are  gravely  told  that  God  difl  from  all  eterni¬ 
ty  elect  some  to  everlasting  life,  enter  into  a  covenant  of  grace 
with  them.  Sac.  and  in  another  part  of  it  we  are  told  that  all 
mankind  are  under  his  wrath  and  curse,  &c.  and  liable  to  the 
pains  of  hell  forever!  Pray  tell  me,  if  some  were  elected  to 
everlasting  life, /row  all  eternity,  how  they  could  be  liable  to  the 
pains  of  hell  forever!  Just  as  liable  to  these  pains  of  hell,  as 
the  eternal  and  irrevocable  decrees  of  Jehovah  w'ere  to  be 
broken,  and  no  more  so! 

Hence  it  must  be  clear  to  every  rational,  reflecting  mind,  that 
this  is  not  the  covenant,  or  Zion,  that  God  hath  chosen — it  is  not 
the  covenant  in  which  he  will  rest — neither  is  it  one  in  which 
its  own  advocates  can  find  rest  to  their  souls.  They  have  no 
rest  day  nor  night.  Ask  the  fond  mother  who  embraces  this 
covenant  or  creed,  w'hile  she  visits  the  lowly  grave  of  a  recently 
departed  child,  and  bedews  the  green  turf  with  her  tears,  if  she 
cau  find  rest  and  peace  to  her  soul,  while  she  views  the  probabil¬ 
ity  of  her  child's  being  in  hell  as  great  as  that  is  is  in  heaven? — 
Silence  seals  her  lips — and  the  big  tear  of  anguish  steals  down 
her  cheek;  evincing  to  the  beholder  that  she  is  destitute  of  that 
rest  and  that  peace  that  flow  from  a  firm  belief  in  the  covenant 
of  God’s  impartial  grace.  Brethren  let  us  rejoice  that  w’e  have 
been  delivered  from  the  influence  of  so  gloomy  a  covenant  as 
that  we  ha.e  now  noticed;  and  that  this  covenant,  which  has 
no  higher  authority  than  human, — which  was  invented  by  crafty 
and  designing  men,  shall  finally  be  made  to  give  way  before  the 
nil-conquering  power  of  love  and  light  divine,  and  be  succeeded 
by  that  covenant  of  impartial  grace  which  the  Lord  has  chosen, 
and  in  which  he  “will  rest  forever.”  lie  declares  by  his  pro¬ 
phet  to  the  makers  of  these  false  covenants,  which  are  so  preg¬ 
nant  w’ith  death  and  hell,  “your  covenant  with  death  shall  be 


disannulled,  and  your  agreement  with  hell  shall  not  stand.” 
Let  us  turn  to  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  the  strong  hold  of  Zion, 
which  shall  never  be  removetl. 

II.  We  will  now  notice  the  provision  of  Zion.  “I  will 
abundantly  bless  her  provision:  I  will  satisfy  her  poor  with 
bread.  I  will  also  clothe  her  priests  with  salvation,  aud  hei 
saints  shall  shout  aloud  for  joy.” 

The  provision  of  Zion  is  rich  and  abundant,  and  just  such 
provision  as  the  needy  sons  of  humanity  w'ant  for  their  spiritual 
comfort  and  satisfaction — ^just  such  as  a  God  of  infinite  mercy- 
saw  was  necessary  for  his  moral  offspring.  It  is  the  bread  of 
life  with  which  God  will  satisfy  the  poor  of  Zion.  This  pro¬ 
vision  is  thus  described  by  the  prophet  Isaiah,  chap.  25,  verses 
6,  7,  8:  “And  in  this  mountain  [mount  Zion,  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem]  shall  the  Lord  of  hosts  make  unto  all  people  a  feast 
of  fat  things,  a  feast  of  wines  on  the  lees;  of  fat  things  full  of 
marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined.  And  he  will  de¬ 
stroy  in  this  mountain  the  face  of  the  covering  cast  over  all  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  veil  that  is  spread  over  all  nations.  He  will  swal¬ 
low  up  death  in  victory,  and  the  Lord  God  will  wipe  away 
tears  from  off  all  faces;  and  the  rebuke  of  his  people  shall  he 
take  away  from  off  all  the  earth:  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.” 
Here  we  have  the  promise  of  God  that  a  feast  of  fat  things  shall 
be  made  in  Zion  for  all  people—  that  is,  for  just  as  many  as 
were  promised  a  blessing  in  Christ  by  the  gospel  covenant.  But 
w'hat  is  this  feast  of  fat  things.^  What  is  this  piovision  of  Zion? 
Answer.  It  is  the  spiritual  provision  of  the  gospel — it  is  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Passover,  who  was  slain  for  us;  who  of  God,  is  made 
unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  re¬ 
demption—  who  says.  ‘‘I  am  the  bread  of  life — the  bread  of  God 
is  he  which  cometh  down  from  heaven,  and  givefh  life  unto 
the  world.’’  It  is  Jesus,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all.  to 
be  testified  in  due  time;  who  by  the  grace  of  God  tasted  death 
for  every  man;  who  is  a  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ouis 
only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  w'hole  world.”  It  is  the  fatted 
calf  that  was  slain,  to  prepare  the  feast  for  the  returning  prodi¬ 
gal.  It  is  the  marriage  feast  that  was  provided,  when  the  king 
says,  “my  oxen  and  my  fallings  are  killed,  and  all  things  are 
ready:  come  unto  the  marriage.”  It  is  spiritually,  bread  for 
the  hungry,  drink  for  the  thirsty,  clothing  for  the  naked,  eyes  for 
the  blind,  ears  for  the  deaf,  tongue  for  the  dumb,  feet  for  the 
lame,  health  for  the  sick,  salvation  for  the  lost,  and  life  for  the 
dead.  In  short,  it  is  every  thing  that  the  poor  and  the  needy 
in  Zion  can  desire;  it  is  what  all  pray  for.  and  what  alone  can 
satisfy  them.  Its  bounties  are  ample  as  the  spiritual  wants  of  a 
perishing  world. 

“Eternal  Wisdom  has  prepared 
A  soul  reviving  feast. 

And  bids  our  longing  appetites 
The  rich  provision  taste. 

Dear  God!  the  treasures  of  thy  love 
Are  everlasting  mines, 

Deep  as  our  helpless  miseries  are, 

And  boundless  as  our  sins. 

The  happy  gates  of  gospel  grace 
Stand  open  night  and  day: 

Lord,  we  arc  come  to  seek  supplies. 

And  drive  our  wants  away.” 

These  are  the  provisions  of  God’s  house,  exhaustless  stores 
of  immortal  love  and  boundless  grace.  They  can  never  be  ex¬ 
hausted,  can  never  grow  less,  can  never  pi  ove  insufficient  t* 
feed  all  the  poor  of  Zion.  Like  the  light  of  yon  bright  orb  of 
heaven,  whose  rays  emanate  in  all  directions,  and  which,  al¬ 
though  he  shines  with  peculiar  splendor  on  the  state  of  New- 
York,  this  day.  does  not  withhold  his  radiant  beams  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Vermont,  or  other  circumjacent  states;  so  with  the 
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provisions  of  the  gospel  covenant:  although  you  may  feast  ever 
so  largely,  there  is  none  the  less  for  me;  and  though  I  partake 
abundantly  and  freely  of  the  bread  of  Zion,  it  leaves  exactly  as 
much  for  you,  and  for  all  the  family  of  man.  Indeed,  the  more 
there  are  to  share  this  provision,  the  more  rich  and  abundant 
does  it  seem.  Like  the  bread  that  was  blessed  by  Jesus  for  the 
multitude — the  more  thousands  there  are  to  eat,  the  more  frag¬ 
ments  there  are  taken  up.  And  again — like  the  sun  which  has 
been  shining  from  the  morning  of  time  to  the  present  day,  and 
whose  light  and  heat  are  still  unexhausted;  so  the  provisions  of 
Zion  will  still  remain,  just  as  rich,  just  as  free,  just  as  full,  after 
ages  on  ages  shall  have  rolled  away,  with  a  ransomed  world  still 
feasting  on  the  same.  These  provisions,  and  these  alone,  can 
satisfy  the  soul  of  man;  and  of  course,  this  alone  can  be  the 
true  bread  of  life,  that  bread  with  which  God  will  satisfy  the 
poor  of  Zion;  and  whoever  partakes  of  this  bread,  and  thus 
tastes  and  sees  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  will  say,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  disciples,  “Lord,  evermore  give  us  this  bread.  ” 

But,  my  dear  hearers,  is  there  not  a  kind  of  bread,  a  sort  of 
provision  that  is  dealt  out  to  mankind  at  the  present  day,  very 
different  from  that  of  which  we  are  now  speaking?  There  is, 
iny  friends;  but  it  is  not  the  bread  of  life — it  is  the  bread  of 
death,  and  it  can  never  satisfy  the  soul  of  the  eater.  It  is  the 
provision  of  that  covenant  of  human  invention  which  we  took 
occasion  to  notice  under  a  former  division  of  this  discourse. 
It  is  that  doctrine  which  consigns,  (by  an  irrevocable  decree  of 
God,  passed  long  before  man  had  a  being,)  a  large  portion  of 
the  human  family  to  the  immortal  miseries  of  a  never-ending 
hell,  and  represents  the  Father  of  all  mercies  and  God  of  all 
grace  as  delighting  to  torment  them  with  infinite  cruelty, 
world  without  end!  This  doctrine,  the  doctrine  of  endless 
misery,  can  never  satisfy  a  rational  soul;  for  it  is  not  the  bread 
of  God.  Its  own  advocates  are  very  far  from  being  satisfied 
with  it.  For  if  they  were  satisfied  with  it,  they  would  not  be 
always  employed  in  praying  that  it  might  be  otherwise,  in  be¬ 
seeching  God  that  it  might  not  prove  true.  The  more  firmly 
any  one  embraces  and  believes  this  doctrine,  the  more  wretch¬ 
ed  and  miserable  he  is.  Like  Pharao’s  lean  kine,  the  more 
he  eats  of  this  bread,  the  poorer  he  is — he  is  still  ill-favored 
and  lean — he  is  unsatisfied  and  wretched,  for  it  is  not  the 
“feast  ot  fat  things,”  of  which  he  eats.  .We  feel  to  pity,  more 
than  blame,  those  who  sincerely  believe  in  this  cruel  doctrine. 
The  sad  and  gloomy  countenances  they  wear  bespeak  the 
bitter  anguish  of  their  hearts,  and  show  that  they  are  unsatis¬ 
fied.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  it  can  be  otherwise,  while  they 
thus  believe.  Is  there,  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  a  single 
soul  who  believes  in  this  awful  doctrine?  Let  me  ask  that 
one,  hast  thou  ever  buried  a  friend?  hast  thou  ever  followed 
to  the  lonely  grave  a  beloved  father?  mother?  husband?  wife? 
son?  daughter?  brother.’  or  sister?  hast  seen  the  beloved  form 
low-ered  into  the  cold  and  narrow  house — heard  the  grating  of  ^ 
the  rope  around  the  coffin — and  the  rattling  of  the  sand  on  its 
lid — and  said  “farew'ell  forever” — and  hast  then  bethought 
thee,  “perhaps  that  beloved  object,  dearer  than  life,  is  now 
inwrapt  in  the  flames  of  a  never  ending  hell,  to  shriek  in 
hopeless  despair,  and  be  the  sport  of  demons  world  without 
end”?  If  so,  O,  I  pity  thee,  poor  soul;  thy  heart  is  stuog 
with  the  keenest  anguish — thy  soul  finds  no  rest,  and  thou  art 
.1  stranger  to  the  consolations  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  And  if 
this  doctrine  be  true,  can  any  of  you  be  sure  that  yourselves  and 
all  your  dear  kindred  will  escape  so  awful  a  doom?  If  it  is 
the  portion  that  God  has  assigned  to  any  of  his  children,  what 
reason  have  you  to  believe  that  you  and  all  your  friends  will 
escape?  None. 

But,  my  dear  hearers,  this  doctrine  cannot  be  of  God,  for 
the  very  reason  that  it  cannot  satisfy  those  who  embrace  it: 
for  the  doctrine  of  God  satisfies — “/  xaill  satisfy  her  poor  with 
bread, &.C.  And  God  calls  on  mankind  by  the  prophet,  to 


reject  and  abandon  what  will  not  satisfy:  “Wherefore  do  ye 
spend  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  your  labor  for 
that  which  satisfieth  not?  Hearken  diligently  unto  me,  and 
eat  ye  that  which  i%  good,  and  let  your  soul  delight  itself  in 
fatness.  ”  Salvation  is  the  desire  of  every  soul  of  Adam’s  race 
•yea,  the  salvation  of  all  is  what  is  piayed  for  by  every  one 
who  has  tasted  of  the  rich  provision  of  Zion.  I  know  we  are 
sometimes  told  that  “the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation  is  a 
very  phasing  doctrine — peculiarly  pleasing  to  the  carnal  mind.^' 
But  although  we  admit  ii  is  a  pleasing  doctrine,  yet  it  is  to  the 
spiritual  mind,  the  heavenly,  instead  of  the  carnal  man,  that  it 
is  the  most  pleasing.  And  here  1  will  appeal  to  every  sincere 
Christian,  to  every  spiritually  minded  person,  and  ask.  Is  it 
not  the  earnest  prayer  of  your  heart — is  it  not  what  your  soul 
fervently  desires,  that  not  only  yourself,  your  family  and 
friends,  but  every  individual  of  the  human  family  may  be  saved 
from  sin,  made  to  share  the  rich  inheritance  of  gospel  grace, 
and  feast  on  the  heavenly  provision  of  Zion,  of  which  you  now 
are  made  partakers?  .All  will  answer,  “yes.”  Well,  then,  if 
this  is  what  you  desire — if  this  is  what  you  fervently  pray  for, 
would  it  not  be  peculiarly  pleasing  and  satisfactory  to  be  as¬ 
sured  that  these  prayers  shall  be  answered,  and  these  benevo¬ 
lent  and  heavenly  desires  gratified?  Most  certainly;  for 
“there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth.”  And 
that  joy  never  can  be  full  till  the  last  son  or  daughter  of  Adam 
is  brought  in.  We  see,  then,  that  the  doctrine  is  a  pleasing 
doctrine,  to  every  benevolent  and  spiritual  mind;  it  is  what 
every  true  Christian  prays  for,  and  what  alone  can  satisfy  the 
soul.  God  says,  “I  will  satisfy  the  poor  ofZion  with  bread;” 
and  calls  on  all  to  eat  that  which  is  good,  and  let  their  souls 
delight  themselves  in  the  feast  of  fat  things  which  is  made 
unto  all  people.  We  will  now  briefly  notice, 

III.  The  blessings  and  joys  flowing  from  a  participation  of 
Zion’s  provision.  “I  will  also  clothe  her  priests  with  salva¬ 
tion,  and  her  saints  shall  shout  aloud  fur  joy.” 

The  priests  of  Zion,  or  if  you  please,  the  ministers  of  the 
gospel  covenant,  who  embrace  the  promises  which  God  made 
unto  Abraham,  that  all  nations,  families  and  kindreds  of  the 
earth  should  be  blessed  in  Christ,  are  clothed  with  salvation, 
armed  with  the  panoply  of  heaven,  the  sword  of  the  spirit, 
which  is  the  word  of  God,  and  go  forth  proclaiming  salvation 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Of  them  it  is  truly  said,  “How 
beautiful  upon  the  mountains,  arc  the  feet  of  him  that  bring- 
eth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth  peace;  that  bringeth  good  ti¬ 
dings  of  good,  ihut  ]}ublisheth  salvation;  that  saith  unto  Zion, 
Thy  God  reigneth.  Thy  watchmen  shall  lift  up  the  voice; 
with  the  voice  together  shall  they  sing:  for  they  shall  see  eye 
to  eye,  when  the  Lord  shall  bring  again  Zion.  Break  forth 
into  joy,  sing  together  ye  waste  places  of  Jerusalem;  for  the 
Lord  hath  made  bare  his  holy  arm  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations; 
and  all  the  ends  of  the  e.arth  shall  see  the  salvation  of  our 
God.”  Such  are  the  blessings  flowing  from  a  participation  of 
Zion’s  provisions,  that  her  priests  are  clothed  with  salvation — 
not  with  the  gloomy  frowns  of  wrath  and  the  terrors  of  damna¬ 
tion — but  with  the  garments  of  righteousness  and  the  helmet 
of  salvation;  and  when,  in  the  language  of  the  angel  to  the 
shepherds,  they  proclaim,  “Fear  not,  for  behold,  I  bring  you 
good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  unto  all  people,”  the 
saints  of  Zion  “shout  aloud  for  joy.”  There  are  no  despair¬ 
ing,  gloomy  souls  among  her  guests — none  driven  to  insanity 
through  a  fear  of  hell — none  from  whom  the  radient  beams  of 
divine  mercy  are  withdrawn — all  rejoice  in  the  boundless  love 
of  God,  and  feast  on  the  rich  provision  of  his  house.  To  use 
the  language  of  the  inspired  apostle,  they  “rejoice  with  joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory;  receiving  the  end  of  their 
faith,  even  the  salvation  of  their  souls;  and  being  glad 
with  an  exceeding  joy.”  Well  may  the  saints  of  Zion  shout 
aloud  for  joy,  inasmuch  as  they  are  fully  pereuaded  that“nei- 
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ther  life,  nor  death,  nor  angel*,  nor  principalities  nor  powers,  not  knowing  bow  mud.  they  had  against  her.  This,  with  the  a«lefinc;f 
nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  manner  of  excommunication  Jcft  the  affair  in  such  an  obscurity.  That 
nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  •>«  thought  it  bis  duty  to  request  of  the  chureh,  specifications.  lie  like- 
love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord;”  and  can  look  told  him  that  they  had  not  taken  the  steps  of  the  gospel  with  her. 
forward  with  the  full  assurance  of  faith,  resting  in  the  promises  '  I*®’’  crime.] 

of  God,  to  that  happy  time  when  “the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  ■“•“We  have  taken  the  steps  of  the  gospel  with  Mrs 

(who  gave  nimself  a  ransom  for  all,, to  be  testified  in  due  time) 

shall  return,  and  come  to  Zion  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  Jid  you  take  the  first  step  of  the  gos])el 

.  upon  their  heads;  when  they  shall  obtain  joy  and  gladness,  and 

sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away.”  they  see  in  prospect  — VVhen  I  called  on  you  a  number  of  years  ago- 


Veforethera,  the  consummation  ot  that  glorious  era  propnet-  Mrs.  IF. — VVhat!  when  you  called  to  take  up  a  tabor  with 
icallv  described  by  the  Rcvelator,  when  ‘‘every  creature  which  ior  absenting  myself  from  meeting  two  or  three  months? 
is  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  such  .  B.—l  did  not  take  up  a  labor  with  you  for  not  go- 

as  are  in  the  sea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,”  shall  sing  the  song  ingto  meeting. 

of  Moses  and  the  Lamb,  “shouting  aloud  for  joy,  and  saying,  ^  — You  told  me  that  I  had  not  been  to  meeting  for 

Blessing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that  wro®  time,  and  (I  think  you  said  they  were  grieved  until 
sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  m®  J  say  the  least,  I  inferred  from  what  you  said,  that  you 
ever.”  calculated  to  take  up  a  regular  labor  with  me  for  absenting 

Brethren  and  sisters  of  this  society,  who  have  built  this  myself  from  meeting)  your  brethren  desired  you  to  call  amt 
Jiouse  for  the  worship  of  God,  and  are  now  assembled  to  dedi-  see  me.  Was  that  the  time  you  referred  to,  as  the  first  gos- 

cate  it  to  his  service,  to  unite  in  his  worship  and  praise, .and  pel  step? 


pay  your  vows  to  the  Most  High — may  you  richly  share  these 
blessings  of  Zion — may  thesif  joys  be  yours.  Here  may  the 


Eld.  /?.— Yes. 

Mrs.  IF. — Did  you  consider  me  under  gospel  labor  three  or 


doctrine  of  the  divine  covenant  be  proclaimed,  and  drop  as  the  more  years,  that  1  walked  with  you  after  that? 


rain  and  distil  as  the  dew;  as  the  small  rain  upon  the  tender 
herb,  and  as  the  showers  of  rain  upon  the  mown  grass,  to  re* 


Eld.  B.—Yes. 

Mrs.  W. — I  thought  you  was  convinced  that  I  had  a  reason- 


vive  the  spirits  of  the  contrite  ones.  Here  may  your  prayers  able  excuse  for  my  absence  then 


ascend  as  sweet  memorials  before  the  throne  of  grace,  and  be  ■Eld.  B.—l  was. 

answered  in  showers  of  mercies  and  blessings  on  your  heads’.  Mrs.  IF.— -You  did  not  take  up  a  labor  with  me  for  any 
Here  may  the  hoary  head  of  the  aged  bend  in  humble  devo-  thing  else,  did  you? 
tion  and  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  manifold  favors  of  EIJ.  B. — No. 

God,  and  worship,  leaning  on  the  staff  of  his  divine  promises.  Mr*.  IF.— After  I  satisfied  you  on  that  point,  you  asked  me 
Here  may  the  middle-aged  often  resort,  and  delight  to  pay  if  1  had  embraced  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation.  I 
their  vows  to  Jehovah,  and  triumph  in  the  God  of  your  salva-  answered  in  the  negative.  You  then  requested  me  to  attend 
tion*  Here  may  the  youth  and  rising  generation,  often  as  the  meeting,  and  if  ever  1  embraced  the  doctrine  of  universal 
sacred  Sabbath,  with  its  pure  and  holy  joys  returns,  meet  to  salvation,  to  tell  the  church  of  it.  I  honestly  complied  with 
hear  the  sacred  gospel’s  gladdening  voice,  and  be  trained  to  your  request,  when  I  embraced  the  sentiment,  (which  was 
virtue  and  piety,  being  taught  to  remember  their  Creator  in  tfirec  years  q/fer  this  visit  referred  to. )  You  refused  to  have  any 
the  days  of  their  youth.  Here  may  the  stranger  that  sojourns  thing  said  upon  the  subject  at  the  time  I  gave  you  this  in- 
with  you,  turn  his  weary,  wandering  feet,  come  to  your  Zion's  formation,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  me  and  get  my 
feast,  and  eat  of  the  bread  of  life.  Long  may  this  temple  stand  mind.  They  visited  me,  which  I  supposed  the  first  gospel 
as  a  monument  and  witness  of  your  devotion  to  the  Redeemer’s  step.  They  examined  and  cross-examined  me;  and  the 
cause,  that  you,  and  your  families,  and  kindred,  and  friends,  course  of  conduct  pursued  by  them  convinced  me  that  they 
may  visit  Zion’s  hill,  your  feet  stand  in  her  gates,  and  your  souls  aimed  at  getting  more  against  me  than  I  was  guilty  of. 


Here  may  the  hoary  head  of  the  aged  bend  in  humble  devo-  thing  else,  did  you? 
tion  and  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  manifold  favors  of  EIJ.  B. — No. 

God,  and  worship,  leaning  on  the  staff  of  his  divine  promises.  Mr*.  IF.— After  I  satisfied  you  on  that  point,  you  asked  me 
Here  may  the  middle-aged  often  resort,  and  delight  to  pay  if  1  had  embraced  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation.  I 
their  vows  to  Jehovah,  and  triumph  in  the  God  of  your  salva-  answered  in  the  negative.  You  then  requested  me  to  attend 
tion*  Here  may  the  youth  and  rising  generation,  often  as  the  meeting,  and  if  ever  1  embraced  the  doctrine  of  universal 


be  fed  with  her  provision.  And  when  your  eyes  are  closed. 


B. — Brother  Biunham  is  a  roan  of  unimpeachable 


and  your  voice  is  hushed  in  death,  may  your  immortal  spirits,  character.  , 

with  a  ramsomed  world  redeemed  from  death,  forever  bask  in  Mrs.  IF.— When  I  say  Committee,  I  make  no  reference  to 
the  sunshine  of  Jehovah’s  glory,  feast  on  the  smiles  of  his  Mr.  Burnham.  He  is  a  man  I  highly  esteem.  He  asked  me 
love,  rest  in  his  paternal  embraces,  and  speak  his  praise  in  but  one  question,  and  that  a  very  proper  one.  Had  he  asked 


tears  of  joy  and  everlasting  gratitude.  Amen  and  amen. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

RXCOMMUNICA I  ION 


a  hundred  more  such  questions,  (as  he  would  have  done  if 
he  had  asked  me  any  more)  I  should  have  received  it  very 
kindly. 

As  you  find  fault  with  the  course  I  have  taken,  I  will  ask 

/  «  ■  .  .  ■  .  ■  •  .  rr»  • 


0/  Mrs.  Elhelinda  IFoorf*.  from  the  Baptist  Church  in  Madison,  you  what  course  I  ought  to  have  taken  in  this  affair? 


( Concluded  from  our  last. ) 


CONFERENCE  of  the  parties  concerned,  held  Jan.  ist,  1829,  of  the  church. 


Eld.  B. — You  ought  to  have  gone  to  some  of  the  members 


at  the  dwelling  of  Mrs.  Woods. 


Elder  Blain.—l  have  called  to-day,  to  talk  over  our  af-  no  information  upon  the  subject 


Mrs.  IF. — I  did,  to  a  number,  and  they  could  give  me 


Mrs.  IF. — I  am  happy  to  see  you,  .T^lder  Blain,  and  hope  you  had  said  nothing  about  it 


Eld.  B. — It  would  have  been  much  to  your  credit,  if 


we  may  yet  settle  our  unpleasant  feelings 


Mr*.  IF.— Feeling  as  I  did,  that  it  (the  excommunication. 


[Elder  Blaio  then  spoke  id  riodication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  to  say  the  least  I  could  of  it)  exposed  mc  to  the  malice  ol 
ehurch  with  Mrs.  VV.  at  considerable  length;  likewise  of  the  absurd-  every  foe,  and  that  I  must  not  seek  redress—— 

and  impropriety  of  Mrs.  W’s.  coming  before  the  church  with  this  gy,  jj, — You  might  have  sent  Mr.  Wright  to  me. 

*  Mr’  TV*  *k  *  u  L  j  .  I  _  11  •  Mrs.  IF. — I  supposed,  as  it  was  the  church  I  received  ray 

Wp«  V V  •  toGn  vincicdtcu  tlio  course  tn&t  she  hsid  t^ken^  sillepinff  •  r  l*  l.  h  w  i  *  I 

that  the  church  had  not  dealt  fairly  with  Mrs.  W.,  in  that  they  had  better  from,  [which  was  all  that  I  complained  of,]  to  them  J 

not  given  her  an  opportunity  of  expressing  her  mind  to  them.  And  ought  to  go,  and  not  publish  it  abroad.  I  esteemed  it  a  QU- 

then,  that  they  should  exclude  her  without  any  previous  notice— she  tj  lowed  my  God,  my  brethren,  and  myself,  thus  to  express 
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my  mind,  if  there  was  liberiy;  and  did  1 
not  ask,  and  did  you  not  grant  liberty? 

Eld.  B. — Yes;  there  would  have  been 
a  great  fuss  made  about  it  if  1  had  not. 
We  all  knew  what  the  Universalists  be¬ 
lieved;  we  did  not  want  you  to  come 
there  to  tell  us. 

Mrs.  IV. — If  you  knew  what  others 
believed,  you  did  not  know  what  I  be- 
believed,  lor  1  had  nut  had  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  iny  mind  to  my  brethren. 

i  wish  to  show  you  the  statement  I 
have  made  respecting  that  meeting, 
which  1  wrote  immediately  afterwards. 

[Keads  her  atatcment — See  Magazine  No.  16.] 

Is  it  correct,  Elder  Blain? 

Eld.  B. — Yes;  I  don’t  know  as  every 
word  is  the  exact  language;  the  sense  is 
correct,  I  believe. 

Mrs.  W. — VVhy  was  it  immo  lest  for 
me  to  express  my  feelings,  and  use  a  few 
passages  of  scripture,  any  more  ijian  it 
was  for  others  whom  I  heard  speak  that 
day? 

Eld.  B. — I  don’t  know  as  it  was. 

Mrs  TV. — You  cannot  think  it  strange 
that  1  should  feel  myself  ill  treated, 
then,  I  think,  in  being  called  impudent 
and  immodest. 

Eld.  B. — I  did  not  call  you  impudent 
and  immodest;  1  said  it  hud  an  immodest 
appearance. 

Mrs.  TV. — You  most  certainly  did  use 
those  very  words. 

Eld.  B. — I  guess  I  did  not- 

M  rs.  TV. —  They  were  words  I  felt  too 
deeply.,  not  to  remember.  I  could  not  but 
feel  it  cruel  and  persecuting  to  be  thus 
treated,  in  the  angry  manner  in  winch  I 
was  treab'd  at  that  meeting;  but  felt 
much  more  injured  when  I  heard-  that 
you  said,  a  short  time  after,  that  you 
knew,  (^or  Mrs.  Blain  said  you  knew] 
th*at  of  me,  which,  if  published,  would 
great'y  injure  me,  an;’  likewise  repre¬ 
sented  that  I  had  made  a  false  statement 
in  saying  I  knew  not  what  vour  charges 
against  me  were.  I  spoue  what  I  felt  -- 
what  I  said  was  correct;  but  had  I  de¬ 
nied  knowing  any  thing  about  the  aBair, 
it  must  have  been  incorrect.  But  all 
who  know  any  thing  respecting  the  *cir- 
cumstance.s,  know  I  did  not  thus  misrep¬ 
resent. 

Eld.  B. — Mrs.  Woods,  I  was  not  an¬ 
gry  that  day;  I  do  not  allow  myself  to 
get  angry. 

Mrs.  TV— As  you  acknowleilge,  Elder 
Blain.  that  I  did  no  more  than  others  did 
that  day,  I  wish  to  ask  you  what  it  is 
that  I  have  done,  which  is  so  much  out 
of  character? 

Eld  B. — You  continued  the  conversa¬ 
tion  that  day,  after  I  told  you  to  stop; 
for  there  Itad  been  enough  said,  and  I 
wished  to  hear  others  speak. 

Mrs.  TV — I  shall  deny  that. 

Eld.  B. — I  did  say  so,  twice  or  thrice; 


and  1  guess  my  word,  and  the  whole 
Baptist  church,  will  go  as  far  as  yours! 

Mrs.  TV — If  you  all  say  so,  there  will 
a  contradiction  lie  between  us  while  I 
live. 

Eld  B. — There’s  more  of  your  im- 
modestyd  ^  - 

Mr.  TV — Mrs.  Woods,  you  ought  not 
to  say  there  was  no  such  thing  said;  but 
say,  you  heard  no  such  thing. 

Mrs.  TV. — Perhaps  it  would  be  saying 
too  much  to  say  there  teas  nothing  satd  by 
Elder  Blain,  any  thing  like  that.  But  1 
have  no  recollection  ot  any  language  like 
that.  As  it  respects  myselt,  and  my 
persisting  to  speak,  knowing  it  was  of¬ 
fensive,  I  certainly  know  it  could  not  be 
so,  for  it  was  entirely  contrary  to  every 
feeling  I  was  possessed  of  that  day. 
When  I  saw  the  disposition  that  was  ex¬ 
ercised  towards  me,  it  was  my  intention 
to  say  that  which  should  southe  the  an¬ 
gry  passions,  and  waive  the  subject. 
And  1  did  not  speak  after  tne  coiivcrsa 
tion  commenced,  but  to  answer  Elder 
Blain,  and  then  only  where  I  thought 
strict  necessity  imposed  the  task.  In 
short,  I  believe  my  statement  to  be  cor¬ 
rect,  and  Elder  Blain  has  acknowledged 
it  correct.  It  is  not  only  so  in  sense,  but 
it  is  the  exact  language,  and  every  word 
that  I  spoke,  after  the  conversation  com¬ 
menced;  and  if  elder  Blain  says  what  he 
says  he  aid,  it  was  after  1  had  done  an- 
jswering  him.  He  spoke  at  considerable 
I  length,  and  bore  very  hard  upon  me,  1 
j  remember,  towards  the  close  ot  the  con¬ 
versation.  His  exact  words  I  could  not 
rt-collect.  It  was  nothing  that  1  consid- 


I 

i 

i  ered  required  an  answer;  therefore  1  was 
t silent,  until  I  answered  him  as  written 
in  the  last  of  that  dialogue. 

Eld,  B. — You  are  one  of  the  positive 
sort  of  folks. 

■  Mrs.  W. — I  acknowledge  1  have  been 
too  much  of  a  positive,  dogmatical  turn, 
(which  1  now  deeply  lament,  and  most 
heartily  mean  to  cultivate  a  belter  dispo- 
Jsitioii.)  But  1  hope  1  am  measurably 
cured  of  such  a  temper,  and  believe  that 
Eider  Blain  would  be  too,  if  he  should 
{embrace  the  sentiments  that  1  do.  I 
should  not  dare  be  so  positive  as  1  am 
respectingthat  meeting,  had  I  not  penned 
the  conversation  immediately  after  my 
return  home,  and  was  very  particular  to 
I  put  it  down  verbatim,  as  1  felt  my  situa- 
1  tion  as  to  witnesses, 
i  Eld.  B. — The  disposition  that  you  was 
jnossessed  of  tliatday,  would  prevent  you 
(from  knowing  what  was  said. 

1  Mrs.  IT''. — I  do  not  regret  the  feelings 
j  I  was  possessed  of  that  day;  I  wish  I 
might  always  feel  the  same  disposition, 
j  Eld.  B.  [turning  to  Mr.  TT’’] — I  wish 
jyott  had  been  at  that  meeting;  you  would 
ihave  thought  very  different  from  what 
you  do  now. 


Mr.  TV. — 1  wish  I  had  been  there,  an“ 
wish  all  the  people  in  town  had  been 
there. 

Eld.  B. — Well,  1  advise  you  to  drop  it 
now,  and  never  say  any  thing  more  about 
it.  - 

Mrs.  TV — It  ought  to  com?  before  the 
church,  and  it  is  my  wish  that  it  should. 

Eld.  B. — What  use  would  there  be  in 
that?  If  you  should  come  before  the 
church,  I  should  do  all  the  business  f# 
them,  (as  1  should  be  moderator!)  and  I 
will  tell  you  now,  that,  all  we  have 
against  you,  is  your  sentiments.  And  if 
you  try  to  hurt  me  and  the  Baptist 
church,  you  will  hurt  yourself  and  your 
own  cause  worse  than  you  will  us. 

Mrs.  TV— -Very  true;  1  have  not  the* 
least  wish  to  injure  you  or  the  Baptist 
ihurch.  Although  I  difter  from  you  in 
some  sentiments,  yet  my  Baptist  brethren 
are  near  and  dear  to  me;  and  I  would 
not  willingly  injure  the  feelings  of  one 
of  their  members,  had  not  the  cause  of 
truth,  and  the  sacred  duty  one  owes 
themselves,  to  clearlheir  character  from 
unjust  imputations,  impelled  me  to  say 
something  on  this  subject.  I  think  this 
business  ought  to  be  brought  before  the 
church,  to  avoid  any  misunilei  standing 
there  naay  be  upon  the  suoject.  I  know 
of  no  circumstance,  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  my  change  of  feelings,  and  final¬ 
ly  of  sentiments,  even  until  now,  but 
what  1  am  perfectly  willing  should  go 
before  the  public.  1  have  proceeded 
will)  slow,  and  cautions,  and  intentional¬ 
ly  prudent  steps.  What  I  have  done,  I 
have  done  in  the  fear  of  God. 

Eld.  B. — Mrs.  Woods,  1  believe  you 
are  honest.  A  person  may  be  good 
hearted,  and  immodest  too.  Mrs.  Woods, 

{ I  do  not  think  that  you  do  know  how  you 
I  appear  to  people.  Vou  are  an  immodest 
‘woman,  anil  ail  your  friends  know younre. 

I  Every  step  you  have  ever  taken  in  this 
aft’air  proves  you  to  be  immodest;  always 
putting  yourself  forward  in  meetings, 
and  talking  a  great  deal  in  a  masculine 
!  manner — all  1  ever  s.iw  of  yon,  from  my 
{first  acqaintance  with  you,  was  immodest! 

I  [Hero  a  considerable  pause  ensued.] 

I  Mrs.  W. — If  confidence  in  my  God, 

I  and  a  firm  adherence  to  what  I  consider 
\dnty.  must  suDjet  t  me  to  the  chtirge  of 
j  impudence  and  immodesty,  I  am  willing 
to  bear  it. 

Eld.  B. — You  are  one  of  the  confident 
sort  of  folks:  [so  many  before  me  have 
been,  who  ‘“trusted  in  the  living  God, 
who  is  the  Saviour  of  .all  men,  especially 
of  those  that  believe.”]  But  1  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  there  is  a  CHRISTI  AN  Univer* 
salist  but  what  queries  and  doubts. 

Mrs.  W.— That  is  foreign  from  our 
I  present  business, 
j  Eld.  B. — Yes,  it  is. 

M«.  W. — I  wish  to  ask  you  what  your 


charges  of  slander  are,  which  you  spoke  Excommunicatio.'i  -The article  uudt  i  iixfi  ''rf  w'th  ihechurch;  a..a  ...luk  it  le, 

of  in  vour  letter  to  Mr.  Woods?  *‘ead,  which  waa  commenced  in  our  16th  Num-  {“'>  Blain  ruled  the  Church  so  much  like 

H _ Jt  was  sayin"  that  I  had  her,  is  this  day  completed.  The  aiticlew.  s  “  Pope,)  that  he,  feeling  anxious  to  keep  his 

abused  yon.  **  written  by  Mrs.  Woods  herself,  the  subject  oi  new  converts  from  the  contaminating  influence 

Mrs  W. _ I  do  not  know  that  ever  I  the  excision;  and  the  sound  good  sense,  candor,  of  Universahsm,so^manaa:eil  as  to  have  Mrs.W . 

said  you  had  abused  me;  I  always  meant  charity,  and  forbearance  manifested  on  her  part,  excluded  without  much  ufanylhin^f  being  said 
to  be  very  particular  in  not  making  coin  “re  highly  creditable  to  her  Christian  character,  on  the  subji'ct.  so  that  many  of  the  members  ol 
inents  upon  the  subject;  and  when  1  said  ■‘nd  caunot  fail  ofeommendin;;  her  favorably  to  theChurchdid  not  know  why  she  was  cut  off, 
any  thin{r  about  it,  to  tell  the  simple  facts,  every  enlightened  mind.  The  circumstances  ol  but  were  told  she  was  sufficiently  criminal  or 
and  leave  those  whom  I  conversed  with  uer  excommunication  without  a  trial,  withoui  auilty  to  be  deprived  of  fellowsliip,  and  thus  he 
to  judge  for  themselves.  True,  1  felt  even  a  specifle  oAarge,  and  without  the  ordma-  thought  to  hush  up  the  matter  in  secrecy  and  si- 

abused,  and  most  cruelly  treated.  ry  and  necessary  steps  of  gospel  labor,  are  al-  ience.  And  when  he  saw  her  get  up  in  Church 

Eld.  W. —It  would  have  been  much  for  most  unparalleled.  Out  wiiat  most  excites  our  mcefing,aiid  speak.in  the  mild  and  persuasive  el- 
your  credit,  if  you  had  never  said  anv  >  lo  iislim|nt,  and  arouses  a  feeling  of  virtuous  oqnence  oflove, charity  and  scripture  truth, infa- 
tlnng  about  that  meeting,  and  never  had  indignation  in  every  enlightened  and  sympa-  vor  of  the  doci line  of  impartial  gracc.and  with  so 
COmmenc<>(l  itingrtn  me.  I  never  said  theiic  mind,  is  the  unpreceueatea  co- ise,  oi  much  confidence  demand  an  open  avowal  and 
anv  thing,  unless  some  one  mentioned  vindictive  cruelty  pursued  afterwards  by  Cldei  explanation  of  the  reasons  for  her  exrommu- 
the  circumstance  to  me,  and  if  you  had  Olain  towards  this  amiable  female, against  whose  mcatiun  before  all  his  new  converts  and  mem- 
been  still  it  might  have  rested.  virtues  and  spotless  reputation,  not  even  malice  :  he  was  angry  at  her,  and  fearing  his  craft 

Mr.v  'V. — I  con/r^no/ let  it  rest;  as  you  •iseifli  d  ever  dared  to  surmise  or  whisper  aiighi  was  in  danger,  he  hi  came  more  and  more  indig* 
asserted  that  vou  knew  that  of  me.  nejiidicial.  Ills  refusal  to  answer  hei  questions  o<int  and  thought  to  browbeat,  and  deniunce, 
which,  if  nuhliahed,  would  greatly  injure  — 1,|.,  overbearing  aud  dictatorial  spirit  at  thr  and  as  she  was  alone,  and  unbcfricnded,  to  com- 
my  character.  1  felt  it  to  be  a  diitv  that  Cnurch  meeting,  where  she  (by  his  permission;  pel  her  silence.  Having  thus  got  himself  into 
I  owed  aM  wi*h  whom  J  atom!  connected,  her  letter  to  the  church,  and  requested  to  fficully,  he  knew  not  how  to  extricate  himself; 
to  have  the  whole  affair  known,  and  set-  he  informed  what  charge  they  broi.gbt  agamsi  but  like  a  bird  in  the  nci,  b.csime  more  and 
tied,  if)^  roti'd  he.  I  thought  then,  and  iot— liis  repeated  and  severe  repriinands to  ho  mort  r mangled  the  more  he  struggled.  Thu.s 
still  t‘  -nl-  it  flic  and  proper,  that  it  charging  her  with  being  the  most  one  error  ltd  him  into  another  still  worse.  Hence 

shouKI  come  betor**  the  church.  \nd  I  immodest  w  iman  he  ever  saw-hissub  '«»>’  learn  lo  keep  a  due  guard  over  his  p.is. 

will  now  orp^  mv  request,  that  the  hiisi-  that  charge  at  her  residence.  ®  c^®ck  to  their  impiojier 

ness  he  W....ht_hofore  them;  and  if  anv  \  ,hulho..s,  and  le,  charity  and  honesty  ever  pre- 

friend  will  rnnvince  me  th-tj  have  taken  »  '  ^  ,  va.l  ovei  ,.iej.  d.ce  and  s..cmn-.m  z.  aI. 

one  1  will  o*tccrn  it  tx  privw  sainti  under  aggravated  circuinstauces*— his  _ 


To  Lorrt^pondt  B.W  lairemore^s  let- 


lewo  ♦(»  •«.  Up  an  acknowledgment.  complaint  against  her  for  commuiiitatiug  hci  ToLorrtfiiondtnh. — bi.  B.W  initemore's  Ict- 

Ehl  On- doors  are  open.  If  you  change  of  sentiment,  aud  making  known  hei  ,er  m  B.  v.  Mr.  Beman  of  Troy,  is  thankfiilly- 
liave  anv  ooofpssion  to  make,  you  mav  .e*  hogs  to  the  church,  m  the  manner  sue  dm,  r,  ceived,  and  shall  have  a  place  in  onr  next.— 
come  and  make  it.  when  it  was  the  exact  course  he  had.  years  bt-  sjtrai.ge  Things,”  from  T.  S.  L.  of  Troy, 

[F.Idor  R’,in  then  left  the  house,  without  an-  fore,  repiesled  her  ty  take— his  assertion,  tha.  also  received,  and  shall  apjK.>ar8ocn.  These 
•ther  wnid  hP.iig  said.l  ,l,ey  had  taken  up  a  regular  gospel  labor  wit. 

This  dialogue  is  an  extract  from  what  was  her,  and  Ij^at  his  visit,  three  ytais  betoie,  was  ;,ave  had  a  place  in  this  No.  but  for  the  length 
npnn^VVst  OCXs'" „ffarr*'"T^he  the  first  step  of  *lfut  labor,  when  the  tact  was.  „f  ,he  Sermon  this  day  published  and  the  con¬ 

in' the  Ion"  sentences  is  not  attempted.  The  (.‘8  he  aften^Vds  admitted)  that  the  subject  oi  1 1  la-inD  (it  an  article  before  commenced.  J.  J. 


in 'the  lon'^  sentenc 


sense  is  ensefoi'v  nreserved,  and  the  order  of  the  cumplaimj  nyMkt  her  at  that  time,  was  an  en- 
dialoeuc  likewise  tircly  d^erent  thing  from  llial  for  winch  shi 


In  short  9e,,tpnces,  it  is  meant  lo  preserve  excommunicated,  and  she  gave  him  ampli 
tv:ry  word-  and  in  more  lengthy,  as  miicn  ns  i  .  .  .  ,  • 

co'|id  be  s(vootl'‘cted.  Where  anv  abusive  Ian-  '’“t<sfattion  in  regard  to  what  he  then  Complainet' 
gnaoe  is  used  word  for  word,  just  as  it  was’  of— his  repeated  reproaches,  and  bitter  epitlieis. 


I  la-inD  (it  an  article  before  commenced.  J.  J. 
n  our  next. 

The  Trumptl  and  ^lagazllle  of  Boston  caii- 
(iiiDS  the  public  ag;<ifist  the  impositions  of  a 
iian  calling  himself  P.  A  Day,  pretending  to 


spoken,  it  is  holiovod 

ifTHRT.TNDA  WOODS. 


’^'’h.yn'rrTfCtil  JHagajint. 


and  thrusts  at  her  character,  when  he  after  '»■  an  Afftmt  for  that  paper,  who,  it  seei^,  has 
,  .  .  .  .  Ii'aimd  several  subscriber:,  received  the  mo- 


wards  says,  '‘We  have  nothing  ag.iiust  you  bu 
>our  se  diments” — his  contemptible  quibbi  s. 


K  y  for  it  'll  advance  and  pul  it  into  his  own 
.  "cket.  He  called  himself  Day  at  Buffalo,  and 


attempts  at  evasion,  5:c.  kc.  are  ail  of  them  as  assumed  the  name  of  Barnes  ai  Detroit.  Our 

louishing,  and  almost  unparalleled  iii  this  latn  'ri'-iids  should  be  on  their  guard  against  such  im- 

of  religions  lihertr  Stranger*. 

OI  religious  liberty.  without  credentials  of  their  Agency,  nor  to  any 

With  Elder  Blaio,  personally,  we  have  no  ac-  tMhers  unless  they  hare  the  fullcbt  confidence ia 


-  _  - (oui^hing,  and  almost  unparalleled  in  this  lani  n;*ndssnouic 

UTICA,  SATURDAY,  OCT.  31,  1829.  of  religious  liberty.  wiThouI  c“cd 

.T7  ^  [  '  TT  ,  ..  T  With  Elder  Blaio,  personally,  we  have  no  ac-  others  unless 

I  he  Sermon  nreacherf  at  the  dedication  of  the  ,  .  ,  ,  . 

Church  in  Sullivan  is  published  at  the  part.cu-  ^e^ainly  harbor  no  enmity  honesty. 

larrciiicstofthosewhoheard  It.  In  comply-  We  have  often  heard  him  sp-oke,  - 

ing  with  this  reauest.  we  also  comnlv  with  ano-  Baptist  Preacher  of  respectability  an.;  R^^JvalsJh, 


Ing  ti,:.  «  i-_ _ “S  ““a  uapiisi  rreacueroi  respeciaoiiiiy  am.  Revivals  the  work  of  men. — Thafollowingreso- 

ngwiththisrequest  we  also  comply  With  ano-  reoutatlon  and  certainlr  if  there  are  am  Conference  of 

tlier,  from  our  friends  in  Greenwich,  expressed  P  .  *  ^  Orthodox  Churches  in  Maine, 

in  our  15th  number.  This  is  the  same  discourse  redeeming  circumstances,  any  facts  that  cai  “  JJe*o/te<f,  That  the  Churches  connected  with 
which  was  delivered  at  Saratoga  Springs  at  the  *  palliation  of  his  oflence  in  this  case,  this  Conference,  are  under  solemn  obligations  to 

i.  .ga.n;.  .h.  ....  of  ebri.,..,  ..d  co,n 

adaptation  .if  it  to  the  ourposes  of  a  Dedication.  decency,  we  shall  be  glad  to  let  them  have  j— If  revivals  are  the  work,  exclusively. 

We  shall  ouhlish  a  small  edition  of  it  in  pamph-  all  the  weight  and  importance  that  can  be  just  of  God’s  Spirit,  will  he  not  produce  them  just 
let  form  as  well  as  in  the  Magazine,  for  the  ac-  ‘y  "^®  "«»dersiand  that  at  thai  when  and  where  he  pleases  7  «"d  ®.n  mm  pro- 

commodatioD  of  our  friends  al  Sullivan  and  else-  “me,  or  just  before  Mrs.W.’s  excommunication  r,,“oiution“  thaXibe^  wd"  get  up  a  revival,  ant 
where.  took  place,  a  number  of  young  converts  bad  uni.  then  set  themselves  to  work  accordingly  ? 


>44  EVANGELIC AJL  MAGAZINE. 

UNION  OF  PAPERS— NEW  ARRANGEMENT. 

A  WEEKLY  PAPER  FOR  ONE  DOLLAR  AND  60  CTS. 


-  The  EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE,  now  in  progress  of 
(he  Third  Volume  at  Utica^and  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE^ 
uow  in  progress  of  the  Seventh  Volume  at  Auburn,  will  on  the 
Lst  of  January,  1830,  be  united,  and  published  at  Utica,  N.  Y. 
under  the  title  of 

STAXTOIiHOAL  KAOAZmS 
And  Gospel  Advocate. 

It  has  been  deemed  expedient  by  all  concerned,  that  these  two 
papers  should  be  united,  and  hereafter  published  in  one.  By 
this  arrangement,  subscribers  will  receive  a  much  larger  propor- 
lion  of  matter  for  the  same  price,  and  the  interests  and  harmony 
of  the  friends  of  liberal  Christianity  be  greatly  promoted.  Utica, 
being  the  centre  of  a  large  and  central  state  in  tiie  Union,  and 
embracing  every  possible  facility  of  communicating  with  all  parts 
of  this  state,  and  with  the  great  bodies  of  Universalists,East  and 
West,  is  decidedly  the  best  location  for  such  a  paper  that  could 
be  selected.  As  we  have  the  assurance  of  receiving  the  aid  and 
contributions  of  the  principal  and  most  talented  Universalist  wri¬ 
ters  in  the  state,  as  well  as  the  continued  aid  of  former  corres¬ 
pondents,  we  hope  by  patience,  perseverence,  and  unreniittmg 
exertions  on  our  own  part,  to  make  this  one  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  (as  well  as  cheapest)  papers  in  the  connexion  ;  and  to  sus¬ 
tain  for  it  all  the  reputation  hercto.ore  acquired  by  the  two  pa¬ 
pers  ;  one  of  which  has  been  before  the  public  for  about  seven 
years,  and  the  other  about  three. 

The  Svaoffelical  ZBagazine  and  Oospel  Advocate  will — 
as  heretofore — be  devoted  principally  to  the  inculcation  and 
defence  of  Liberal  Christianity,  or  the  doctrine  of  God’s  impar¬ 
tial  and  universal  grace,  and  the  ultimate  holiness  and  happiness 
uf  all  his  intellectual  offspring :  To  sermons  and  essays, 
doctrinal,  moral,  and  practical :  To  brief  expositions  and  com- 
n;3ntaries  upon  the  Scriptures  :  To  religious  intelligence,  poetic 
effusions,  and  miscellaneous  matter  :  And  last,  but  not  least — 
to  the  determined  defence  of  civil  and  religious  Uberty,  against 
the  craft  of  spiritual  tyrants,  and  the  wiles  of  the  self-styled  “or¬ 
thodox”  clergy,  who  are—  many  of  them  at  least — aiming  at  noth¬ 
ing  short  of  die  total  extinction  of  the  light  which  guides  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Reformation,  and  the  entire  prostration  of  our  reli¬ 
gious  liberty,  by  the  union  of  Church  and  State,  and  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  National  Religion. 

The  modern  but  popular  dogma  of  endless  misery,  appears  to 
r.3  irrational  in  the  extreme,  anti-scriptural,  and  fraught  with  the 
most  unhappy  and  dreadful  consequences.  We  view  it  as  pro¬ 
ductive  of  a  slavish  fear,  incompatible  with  love  and  cheerful  obe¬ 
dience  to  God,  as  leading  manv  to  despair  and  a  settled  melan¬ 
choly  for  life,  and  not  unfrequently  to  still  more  fatal  consequen¬ 
ces.  Hence,  we  shall  endeavor  by  candid,  fair,  logical,  and 
.scriptural  arguments,  to  disprove  and  root  out  of  the  minds  of 
community,  a  doctrine  wliich  robs  God  of  his  glory,  Jesus  of  his 
triumph,  and  man  of  a  rational  hope  of  life  and  happiness  beyond 
»he  tomb ;  and  to  inculcate  instead  thereof,  the  peace-giving  doc- 
tjine  of  Christ — that  gospel  which  is  “good  tiding  of  great  joy 
mito  all  people” — and  the  rational  duty  of  man  to  “  love  God  be¬ 
cause  he  first  loved  us.”  We  shall,  however,  always  hold  our¬ 
selves  open  to  conviction,  court  investigation,  avoid  personal  in¬ 
vective,  and  cheerfully  admit  into  our  columns  communications : 
from  any,  and  all  denominations  of  Christians,  how  much  soever  | 
they  may  differ  from  us  in  sentiment,  provided  they  are  written 
in  a  spirit  becoming  the  gospel  :  for  we  procribe  no  man  for  his 
honest  belief,  but  commend  him  for  endavoring  to  support  it. 

That  there  is  an  imholy  league,  a  secret  plot,  entered  into  by 
the  leading  clergy  of  the  “orthodox”  party,  (w'e  except  and  ex¬ 
onerate  from  this  charge  many  who  are  orthodox  in  sentiment,) 
to  demolish  the  fair  temple  of  American  liberty,  unite  Church  and 


State,  erect  an  inquisitorial  tribunal,  and  establish  a  hierarchy  in 
this  hitlierto  free  country,  is  too  plain,  even  from  their  own  ac¬ 
knowledgements,  to  need  any  additional  proof.  We  shall  watch 
their  movements  with  an  observing  eye,  carefully  scrutinize  their 
pretentions,  and  promptly  sound  the  alarm  whenever  we  conceive 
the  safety  of  our  country  requires  it. 

To  our  former  patrons  and  subscribers,  we  say — Brethren,  we 
thank  you  kindly  for  your  friendly  aid  and  support,  thus  far. 
We  desire,  we  need,  and  hope  wo  shall  receive,  the  continuance 
of  your  support  and  countenance  in  future.  Our  cause  is  yet  in 
its  infancy  in  this  region  of  country  ;  but  it  is  gradually  pro¬ 
gressing.  And  though  we  have  a  host  of  enemies  and  preju¬ 
dices  to  contend  against,  yet  let  us  not  faint,  nor  “be  weary  in 
well  doing  ;  for  in  due  time  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not.”  The 
victory  will  Kon  bo  ours.  You  have  witnessed  the  progress  ol‘ 
liberal  Christianity,  and  enlarged  views  of  tlto  Divine  benevo¬ 
lence  for  a  few  years  past,  and  many  of  you  can  witness  that  the 
Magazine  and  the  Advocate  have,  through  your  liberality,  been 
in  some  degree  the  humble  means  of  speeding  the  work.  Let 
us  go  on  then — as  we  believe  ours  to  be  the  cause  of  God,  of 
truth,  and  of  humanity — in  mutually  assisting  each  other,  and  do¬ 
ing  good  to  the  present  and  to  future  generations.  Every  good 
subscriber  who  withdraws  his  patronage,  in  some  measure  dis¬ 
courages  our  undertaking;  and  every  new  and  good  subscriber 
added  to  our  list,  strengthens  our  hand  and  encourages  our  heart. 

All  present  subscribers,  either  for  the  Advocate  or  the  Maga¬ 
zine,  will  be  considered  as  subscribers  for  this,  unless  they  give 
notice  to  the  contrary. 

As  the  price  of  this  paper  is  so  very  low,  it  is  necessary  that 
all  our  subscribers  be  not  only  able  but  willing  to  pay  for  it ;  for 
such  alone  will  enable  us  to  pay  our  Printers  and  Paper-Makers. 
Therefore  the  utmost  punctuality  will  be  expected  of  subscribers 

The  Magazine  and  Advocate  will  be  published 

every  Saturday,  on  fine  white  paper  and  good  type,  on  a  full 
sheet  medium,  in  quarto  form, — or,  on  a  very  large  imperial  half 
sheet,  which  shall  contain,  by  close  printing,  an  equal  quantity 
of  matter  to  a  whole  medium  sheet,  and  its  pages  about  the  same 
size ; — 8  pages  in  each  number,  416  in  the  volume,  with  a  com¬ 
plete  Index  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  volume  will  contain 
just  twice  as  much  matter  as  a  volume  of  the  Magazine  now 
does,  an^t  least  one  third  more  than  the  Advocate  now  does. 

Price  $1  50  in  advance,  or  $2  if  not  paid  in  advance  or 
within  three  months  from  the  time  the  first  No.  is  received.  A- 
gents  who  obtain  eight  Subscribers,  and  become  responsible  for 
them,  (or  companies  paying  for  eight  copies,)  will  be  allowed  the 
ninth  copy  gratis ;  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  a  greater  num¬ 
ber.  No  subscriptions  received  for  a  less  time  than  one  year, 
(unless  the  money  be  paid  in  advance,)  and  no  paper  discontinu¬ 
ed  till  all  arrearages  are  paid.  Universalist  Ministers,  and  Post- 
Mosters  friendly  to  the  objects  of  this  publication,  are  requested 
to  act  as  »gents.  All  communications  to  the  Editor  &  Publish* 
j  er  must  be  post  paid,  or  free. 

Subscribers’  names  to  be  forwarded  previous  to  the  first  of 
January,  if  practicable,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  convenient,  to 
DOLPIIUS  SKINNER,  Utica,  JV.  Y. 


Just  received  and  for  «ale  b\  the  Editor,  “A  Sermon  preached  at  Cav¬ 
endish,  Vt.  on  Fast  day,  April  8tli,  1829,  by  Warren  Skinner,  Pastor  of 
the  Universalist  Church  and  Society  of  Cavendish  and  Plymouth  — 
Text,  Joel  ii ;  1 .  “  Blow  ye  the  trumpet  in  Zion,  and  towid  an  alarm 
in  my  holy  mountain. 

The  above  named  sermon  isa  faithful  expose  of  tbo  dangerous  plans 
and  movements  of  the  leading  OrtluNlux  Clergy  in  this  country. 

NOTICE. 

The  Editor  expects  to  preach  in  the  New  Universalist  Meefing-bouse 
in  Sullivan,  on  the  Second  Sunday  in  November, a  week  from  to-morrow 
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